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MAX RANEY and FLOSSIE
and the Bar-M Ranch
A Tribute to and Memories of Famous Entertainers in East Bloomfield
SPECIAL
EDITION

Do you remember the famous couple who came to East Bloomfield in the 1940’s providing us with
stage shows, good music, round and square dancing, nationally known entertainers, comedy, food,
radio and TV programs broadcast from a stage and barn on Gauss Road? Yes, that was Max Raney
and Flossie at the Bar-M Ranch. For a number of years the Raney’s operated the ranch offering
hillbilly music and other entertainment on weekends.

MAX RANEY

Clifton M. Raney, known as “Max” Raney was born in Dallas, Texas in 1913, the son of Thomas
Clifton and Stella May (Cunningham) Raney of Wichita Falls, Texas. He had a brother named
Harmon Eugene Raney who resided in Baytown, Texas. Max Raney had his own home in Rochester, a ranch in Texas where he would spend the winter season and the Bar-M Ranch in East Bloomfield.

and

FLOSSIE
and the
BAR-M RANCH
in

EAST
BLOOMFIELD

1947—1954

A very special THANK
YOU to those who let
us make copies of their
photographs relating to
this story! We truly
appreciate your
kindness!!

“Max Raney and his Hi Boys” originated in Max’s hometown of Wichita Falls, Texas in 1933. The
name came from the fact that all the boys were over six feet tall. After playing several years in that
vicinity the boys went to the Mexican border where they broadcast over WEPN and Mexican Border Chain. It was at this time that Max received an offer to join the NBC Network and immediately came East where they worked for three years out of WGY Schenectady, WBZ Boston, ETIC
Hartford and then from Radio City NY. “Max Raney’s travels with the band have consisted of
coast to coast twice, Canada, Prince Edward Island, the Pacific, a tour of Mexico and also every
state in the Union.”
In 1937 Max met and married Florence “Flossie” McMaster
in Schenectady, NY where she was employed at General
Electric Company and singing in the Church choirs. Flossie
was born in 191l in Schenectady, the daughter of Harry C.
and Luella McMaster. Max had a radio program emanating from WGY, Schenectady called “Max Raney and the
Radio Rangers”.
Max stated in a newspaper interview that “he has been a
band leader, singer and Western song writer ever since he
has been taller than a 10-gallon hat. He had a 17-piece
band in high school. He had played his hillbilly music in
every state of the union, as well as in Mexico and Canada.”
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Arriving in Rochester, NY in the early 1940’s, Max and Flossie had a home on Penhurst Street on the southwest side of Rochester. Residents of the nineteenth ward would see Max driving his long DeSoto Woody station wagon with three doors on each
side and “long steer horns” as a hood ornament, motoring through the roads leading to Ionia and East Bloomfield. Max Raney
and his Hi-Boys had several radio shows bringing the musical flavor of the Rio Grande country to his listeners between 6:45
and 7 a.m. Monday through Friday over WHAM. In 1945 the show aired at 5:45 a.m. and a duo by the name of Si and Sparky
were also part of the entertainment. In 1946 the shows could be heard from 6:30 – 7:00 a.m. and on Friday evenings between
7:30 – 8:00 p.m. The show included the team of Hank and Herb as well as his “Radio Rangers” as his group was called then.
Multi-talented Max Raney was a song writer and vocalist who played the accordion, solo vox [bass-lead guitar], piano, and
bass. Max had three bands at different times in which he played accordion and piano and Flossie sang and called square
dances. Various members of his Group included:
-

Art Birdsall played bass viol [a double bass], piano, horns, violin and
arranged music. He was a gentleman farmer in Holcomb.
Stuart (Stew) Perkins played the violin, piano, clarinet, sax, trumpet bass, a
Spanish guitar and sang.
Floyd (Bud) White played the Spanish guitar and old time fiddle.
Jerry King played the Hawaiian guitar.
Don Hasse played the Spanish guitar, Hawaiian guitar, bass viol [a double
bass], several horns, and sang in trio work.
Smokey, a comedian and vocalist who played the violin, clarinet, and piano.

Research indicates that in October 1942 dances were held every Wednesday night
with Max Raney’s Hi Boys and Little Flossie at the East Avon Community Club. Other local shows throughout the 1940’s
were held in Rochester nite-clubs, Manitou Beach, Silver Lake, Perry, NY, and Roseland Park, Canandaigua on Tuesday nights,
Long Point Park on Conesus Lake on Wednesday nights during the summers. His troupe also played in theatres and nite-clubs
in many, many towns throughout New York State. They traveled in their special-built car that carried their own sound system
and musical instruments.
A newspaper article dated February 27, 1947 states that “Max announced that he has secured a ranch of 106 acres south of East
Bloomfield.” This property was to become known as the Bar-M Ranch. It was located on the south side of Gauss Road between Bailey and Oakmount Roads, south of Rte 5 & 20 in East Bloomfield. The Bar-M Ranch consisted of a fifty-acre lake for
swimming and fishing called Sterling Pond, a picnic grove, fifty horses and ponies and a three-mile riding trail, a large barn, and
an outdoor stage area. Max and Flossie lived in the house that is still on the property. They had a small restaurant and bar in the
front porch area. In 1947 the Saturday Night Barn Dance was broadcast directly from the Bar-M Ranch over station WHEC
from 9 to 9:30 P.M. The barn used for the round and square dances no longer exists.
For the stage shows Max would book various hillbilly musical acts to entertain the thousands of people who would come from
miles around beginning on Decoration Day 1947 until late fall each year. This venture would eventually bring a steady stream
of traffic on Saturday nights and all day Sundays during the summer months. You could see the clouds of dust as the many vehicles were making their way down the unpaved road to the Bar-M Ranch. There were hundreds of cars, lining up on the road
all the way back to the Holloway House, waiting to get in to see the shows. Opening on Sunday May 24, 1947 the outdoor
stage shows at 2, 4 and 6 o’clock featured entertainers, such as: Pete ‘n Joe, Lulu Belle and Scotty and the National Barn
Dance, Elton Britt, The Duke of Paducah – Gran Ole Opry troop, the Cackle Sisters, and Smiley Burnette (Gene Autry’s partner) drew over 7200, the best crowd of the season. Roy Rogers was to appear that year also. Cost of admission $1.
Shows with Big Vaudeville Acts were at 1,4 and 8 P.M. on Sunday, September 7, 1947 featuring Marty Lynch, world famous
Juggler, Al Frazier and Gracie with their famous trained dogs as well as Max and Flossie, “The Hi-Boys”, “Melody Rangers”,
and other acts.
By 1948 the 12:30 p.m. Noontimers program, a half-hour show, was broadcast Monday through Friday over radio station
WHAM from the studios on Humboldt Street, Rochester, NY. This was a school field trip for many East Bloomfield children.
Art Kelley was an announcer on WHAM.
In March 1948 the Saturday night barn dances began for the season. There were two shows, separated by a half-hour broadcast.
The show featured Max Raney and The Hi-Boys, Pie Plant Pete, and Bashful Harmonics Joe. Guest stars were also brought in
and some amateur talent was offered for these events.
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Also, in 1948 the Raney’s offered free outdoor Friday night full-length movies. The Saturday’s stage-show time was at 7 p.m.
plus Square dancing in the Barn and Movies. There was a live Broadcast on radio station WHAM from 7:30 til 8 p.m. from the
outdoor stage. When Ken Maynard and his horse, Tarzan, appeared they drew over 13,500 people. Admission: Adults 60 cents,
children under 12 free.
Featured for the July 4 -5, 1948 stage show was Tex Ritter and Company with horse “White Flash”- the most beautiful horse in
the world. On this date only, the children admission was 30 cents. Comedian Slim Andrews appeared. During the season other
famous entertainers included Minnie Pearl, Little Jimmy Dickens, Burl Ives, Hank Williams, Hank Snow, Eddy Arnold, Sons of
Pioneers, Gene Autry and his horse, Champion. Champion was a guest at the Toomey family farm barn on Rtes 5&20 & Rte
64. All were very good, well attended shows. Seating for the shows curved around the field in front of the stage, made of wood
posts with planks. They also had gambling game wheels where you could win money or wine. There were wheels for the kids
to win stuffed animals, kewpie dolls, and plaster cast items.
Former West Bloomfield Town Historian, Sandy Schlenker, remembered the time when
as a young girl residing very close to the Bar-M Ranch property, noted that when Max
would fly in the performers, their plane would land in the nearby field of Stan Steele.
On August 29, 1948, Lulu Belle and Scotty, one of the mainstays of WLS’ National Barn
Dance, saw over 22,000 folks show up. Another WLS act, the Hoosier Hot Shots had
about 16,000 folks in the audience. The Sunday show times at 1, 4 and 8 p.m. included
Outdoor Movies, as well as all day family friendly events and activities.
In June 1950 Max had an open competition “Television Talent Search” at the Bar-M
Ranch with prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. Round and Square dances were held every
Saturday night. On June 25th, 1950, Texan Jim Robertson was entertaining.
In the Rochester area his “Max Raney Hi-Boys” were one of the first groups on local TV
shows. The Raney’s brought their cowboy and hillbilly songs to television, every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the WHAM-TV studios, 201 Humboldt St., Rochester, NY. The 35week TV series started on February 1, 1951 for Raney and his “Hi Boys” troupe. The
troupe consisted of two men: Floyd “Bud” White, from Panama Canal Zone who played the Spanish guitar, Jerry King from
Maine, who played the Hawaiian guitar; Max’s wife Flossie, and Thunder, their German shepherd dog.
Because of illness Max returned to his home and family in Texas. Later he returned to Rochester to once again entertain his
many fans. After just one show he died on September 3, 1956 from a three-year battle with heart disease at age 43 in Rochester,
NY.
Several years after the death of Max, Flossie remarried in 1969, to her third husband, Frank Kuleszo. They resided in Romulus,
NY. She died in 1989. Max & Flossie are buried in the Maple Grove Cemetery, Gainsville, Wyoming County, NY.
The residents still living in this area, who were children in the 1940s and 1950s, can relate many stories and tales of the famous
people who came to entertain as well as the family fun they had at the Bar-M Ranch. They still have fond memories of Max
Raney, the Hi Boys, Flossie, and the various national entertainers who were on stage at the Bar-M Ranch on Gauss Road in East
Bloomfield.

May 1947

March 1951
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Max Raney
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Clockwise from top left: 1) Names on picture; 2) Dan Sherman, Tessie, Maurice Sherman; 3) Hawkshaw Hawkins; 4) Names on
picture; 5) Georgie Porgie; 6) Hezzie, Gil, Gabe, Allen (sitting); 7) Jimmy Walker & Tex Ritter; 8) Pie Plant Pete, Bashful Joe
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Clockwise from Top Left: 1) Local Business ad; 2) Karl & Jerry; 3) Tex Ritter at Mike; 4) Vern Young & Local Business; 5) Polly
Jenkins and her Pals; Polly (accordion), Uncle Dan, Rose; 6) Local Busimess ad; 7) Max Raney & his Hi Boys & Flossie.
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Clockwise from Top Left: 1) George Nielson; 2) Sterling Pond; 3) Inside of barn; 4) Concession stand; 5) Inside of barn; 6) Inside
of barn; 7) Back view of barn; 8) Concession stand
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